
Culture and tourism: modern use of the old heritage



The history of the gothic St. John Church is very rich, interesting as
well as extremely dramatic. Until August 1945, the function of the
building whose construction dates back to mid 14th century was
sacred. After the war, until 1991 it was unused and owned by the State
Treasury while the “ideas” of how to use it varied substantially,
including establishment of a museum or a philharmonic in it. In the
1960s, the church was even used as a “natural” setting for war scenes in
the film entitled “the Columbus generation”. In 1991, the church was
handed over to the Gdańsk Archdiocese of the Roman Catholic
Church and from 1995 its reconstruction and adaptation for cultural
purposes has been managed by regional government cultural
institution - the Baltic Sea Cultural Centre.



1920s



In March 1945 the St. John Church burnt down, however the core of its
walls survived. Many architectural elements such as the roof truss, the
roof, windows and the floor were destroyed as well as most of the
vaults in the chancel and two in the transept. Numerous cracks
appeared, the construction was disturbed, the towers lost its lantern,
roof and its entire internal construction. The twin baroque tenement
houses and the small vestry attached to the Holy Spirit chapel were in
ruins. Owing to evacuation, the historical furnishings of the church
survived.



After World War II



Only the stone main altar which could not be evacuated due to its
enormous size and the N. Schroeder’s epitaph in the southern nave of
the chancel remained in the church. In the 1950s the roof was
reconstructed, works were also performed in order to strengthen the
construction of the building. The tower together with its lantern was
reconstructed in late 1960s and vaults were rebuilt in 1980s. One of the
pillars in the nave corpus collapsed in May 1986. A decision was made
to reconstruct it in concrete and unfortunately the remaining original
pillars in the nave corpus were also covered with concrete. Entries and
tracery glassless windows were protected with planks.



Rebuilding in 1950s & 1980s



In 1995 owner of the building the Gdańsk Archdiocese of the Roman
Catholic Church concluded with the Baltic Sea Cultural Centre an
agreement on lending the St. John Church for 30 years for the purpose
of its reconstruction, conservation and adaptation for cultural
purposes. From 1998 the Gdańsk Archdiocese’s chaplaincy of Creative
Circles also found its home there. In 2008, an annex was signed to the
agreement prolonging the usage period to 50 years.



The combination of the historical St. John Church whose history is so
rich with a new modern function of a professional cultural centre
under the name of the St. John Centre is a very complex and
innovative task. As early as at the designing stage, the history of the
church, including the latest times after 1945, had its influence on
decisions concerning the scope of the adaptation of the facility.
However, full respect for the historical substance of the building
remains the priority.







In 2008, a project named Revalorization and Adaptation of the St. John
Church in Gdańsk into the St. John Centre – Stage I was launched and
financed from European funds granted as part of Regional Operational
Program for the Pomeranian Province. Owing to the funds granted, it
was possible to intensify restoration, construction and adaptation
works. When the design of the adaptation of the church for the needs
of a modern cultural centre was being made it was decided that the
scene, together with the necessary infrastructure, will be situated in
the western part of the nave corpus since that part was deprived of its
historical value to a greater extent than the chancel. Until 2009, the
stone flooring had not been reconstructed in that part of the church
and instead of it there was a wooden floor. After restoration works
performed in the 1980s the big organ was assembled in the St. Mary’s
Basilica in Gdańsk.



Thus, the interior was adapted in such a way as to separate the sacred
sphere, which included the chancel with the surviving elements of
historical furnishings of the church with the stone key altar, and the
profane sphere in the nave corpus where the concrete pillars made it
possible to mount an infrastructure necessary for a cultural centre,
such as scene lighting and sound systems, without disturbing the
historical substance of the building.



Sacrum and profanum



As part of construction and adaptation works, electrical and telecom
installations as well as modern fire prevention and anti-robbery
systems, a CCTV system and a floor heating installation were laid in
the nave corpus. Two modern matroneums were made on the western
wall – a lower one for the scene as well as an upper one providing a
connecting area between the tower and the interior of the church.



Reconstruction of stone floring and floor heating installation 



Finished stone floring with the concrecte pillars



Fire detector and electrical blind



The interior of the tower has been fully adjusted to the needs of a
cultural centre with professionally furnished dressing rooms for
artists. The facility was also equipped with modern technical devices: a
scene and connecting links on which professional lighting and sound
systems were mounted, an auditorium with revolting chairs, a system
for darkening gothic windows with electrically controlled blinds,
multimedia equipment and lamps lightening the entire interior of the
church.



Lightening



Artists wardrobe



Concrete pillars



Information screens



A St. John Centre in a new shape has emerged as a result of works
carried out to date. Its special nature results mainly from the specifics
of the unique historical values of its interior. The introduced
infrastructural elements have transformed the church into a modern
performance hall and an original exhibition site for art, both sacred as
well as contemporary. A ceremonial opening of the St. John Centre was
held on 24 June 2011. Many concerts, exhibitions and performances
have been held since then. A new tourist attraction is born in Gdańsk.



Grand Symphonic Concert crowning artistic exchange of
young people from Poland and Germany (2016)



The One Minutes Movie Festival (2015)



European Night of Museums (2013, 2016)



Exhibitions



Theatrical performances



Concert lightening



Festival "Sounds of the North" (2014)


